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"He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds."
— Psalm 147:3



This book is dedicated to my

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
who restored my life when I was broken
and gave me hope when I had none.
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To my family, friends, ministry partners,
and all those who have walked beside me

through seasons of joy, sorrow,
\ healing, and growth.
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With love and prayers,




The devotionals in this book were written and
revised over many years of ministry,
life experience, healing, and spiritual growth.
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\ Some were born from seasons of joy, \ \
| others from seasons of struggle.

' Many were written while walking through lessons e

that God was teaching me personally. Bt k |

As I revisited these writings, I updated them \

while preserving the truths that inspired them. \ \Fﬁ:\
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This book is not the story of a perfect life, ;
but of a faithful God who restores, heals, X
forgives, and transforms.
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My prayer is that within these pages you will find
hope, encouragement, healing, and a deeper
relationship with Jesus Christ.
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May God bless you as you walk
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Introduction

Why I Wrote God Restores

Life has a way of leaving marks on all of us.

Some wounds are visible. Others remain hidden deep within our hearts. Along the journey, we
experience joy and sorrow, victories and failures, hope and disappointment. We celebrate
blessings, endure hardships, and learn lessons we never expected to learn.

One thing I have discovered through the years is this:

God restores.

He restores broken hearts.

He restores damaged lives.

He restores hope when life seems hopeless.

He restores purpose when we feel lost.

And most importantly, He restores people.

The devotionals in this book were written over many years and through many different seasons
of life. Some were written during times of spiritual growth and victory. Others were written
during seasons of struggle, grief, healing, loss, and learning.

As I revisited these writings, I realized they all shared a common thread: the faithfulness of God.

No matter what challenge I faced, no matter how many mistakes were made, and no matter how
impossible circumstances sometimes appeared, God remained faithful.

You will not find perfection within these pages.
You will find lessons learned.

You will find hope.

You will find encouragement.

You will find reminders that God's grace is greater than our failures and that His mercy is new
every morning.



One lesson God has taught me through the years is that restoration does not always look the way
we expect.

Sometimes relationships are healed and fully restored.
Sometimes forgiveness takes place, but healthy boundaries must remain.

There are times when loving someone means praying for them while allowing God to work in
their life from a distance.

Forgiveness does not always mean reconciliation.
Forgiveness does not always mean trust is instantly restored.
Forgiveness does not always mean giving someone continued access to wound us.

God calls us to forgive because it frees our hearts from bitterness and allows healing to begin.
Yet He also calls us to wisdom, discernment, and healthy boundaries.

Some relationships are life-giving.
Others are harmful.
Part of restoration is learning the difference.

Part of healing is learning that we can forgive someone completely while still protecting the
peace and healing God is producing within us.

Throughout my own journey, I have experienced both the joy of restored relationships and the
heartbreak of relationships that could not be restored. Yet through every season, God has
remained faithful.

Perhaps you are carrying wounds from your past.

Perhaps you are struggling with loneliness, grief, fear, rejection, addiction, loss, or uncertainty.
Perhaps you simply need reassurance that God has not forgotten you.

If so, this book was written with you in mind.

My prayer is that these devotionals will encourage you to draw closer to Jesus Christ, discover
your true identity in Him, and experience the healing and restoration that only He can provide.

No matter where you have been or what you have faced, your story is not over.

God is still working.



God is still healing.

God is still restoring.

And He is still writing your story.

May you be encouraged, strengthened, and blessed as you walk this journey with Him.
With love and prayers,

Sandra Gilbert
Walking With Jesus 365
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journey begins, God has been
4 you long before
you ever sought Him.”

v

“-:

~ Youareloved,
You are chosen.
= You are not forgotten.

-



Never Too Late

Scripture Focus: "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest."
— Matthew 11:28

Have you ever felt as though you had gone too far?

Too many mistakes.

Too many failures.

Too many wrong turns.

Perhaps you have looked at your life and wondered if things could ever truly change.
The good news of the Gospel is this:

It is never too late.

God's love reaches farther than our failures.

His mercy is greater than our mistakes.

His grace is stronger than our brokenness.

No matter where you find yourself today, the Father is waiting with open arms.
Many people carry invisible chains.

Some are bound by addiction.

Some are trapped by guilt.

Some are imprisoned by shame, fear, anger, or regret.

Others feel locked behind bars of their own making, convinced they can never be free from their
past.

Yet Jesus came to break chains.
He came to heal broken hearts.
He came to restore what seemed lost.

He came to offer freedom to those who are weary and burdened.



Throughout Scripture we see examples of lives transformed by God's grace.
The woman at the well carried a painful past, yet one encounter with Jesus changed her forever.
Peter denied the Lord, yet God restored him and used him mightily.

The prodigal son squandered everything, but when he returned home, his father ran to meet him
with love and forgiveness.

Again and again, God demonstrates the same truth:

It is never too late to come home.

Perhaps you have spent years running from God.

Perhaps you have made choices you regret.

Perhaps you feel as though your failures define you.

They do not.

When we place our faith in Jesus Christ, forgiveness becomes available. Scripture tells us that
God removes our sins as far as the east is from the west. What He forgives, He does not continue
to hold against us.

That does not mean life instantly becomes perfect.

But it does mean we no longer have to carry the weight of condemnation.

Freedom is possible.

Restoration is possible.

Healing is possible.

A new beginning is possible.

The Father is still calling.

He is still waiting.

He is still inviting weary hearts to come to Him.

You may feel trapped by your circumstances today, but God sees beyond where you are. He sees
who you can become through His grace.



What appears to be the end of the story may simply be the beginning of a new chapter.

So if you are weary, come.

If you are burdened, come.

If you are broken, come.

If you are lost, come.

The invitation still stands.

It is not too late.

And it never will be while there is breath in your lungs and an open door to God's grace.
Prayer

Father, thank You for Your endless mercy and unfailing love. Thank You that no matter how far
I have wandered, Your arms remain open to receive me. Help me release my guilt, shame, and
fears into Your hands. Break every chain that holds me back and fill me with the hope that

comes through Jesus Christ. Thank You for forgiveness, restoration, and the promise that it is
never too late to come home. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Jesus Is Our Help

Scripture Focus: "God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.” — Psalm
46:1

It is easy to look at someone's life and make assumptions.
We see a person's actions, but we rarely know their story.

We do not see the battles they have fought, the tears they have cried, the disappointments they
have endured, or the wounds they carry beneath the surface.

The truth is that none of us truly know what it is like to walk in another person's shoes.
Yet our world is often quick to judge.

Criticism comes easily.

Gossip spreads quickly.

Old mistakes are remembered long after they should have been forgiven.

People are often defined by their worst moments rather than their potential for growth and
change.

But that is not how Jesus sees people.

When Jesus walked the earth, He looked beyond appearances and saw the heart.
He saw the hurting behind the smile.

He saw the loneliness behind the crowd.

He saw the brokenness hidden beneath the surface.

And He responded with compassion.

Throughout the Gospels, we find story after story of lives transformed by His love.
He touched lepers whom others avoided.

He forgave those whom society condemned.

He welcomed tax collectors, fishermen, outcasts, and sinners.



He spoke with the woman at the well when others would have ignored her.
He extended grace to the adulterous woman when others wanted to stone her.
He brought hope where others offered only judgment.

Jesus never ignored sin, but neither did He withhold mercy.

He spoke truth with love.

He offered forgiveness with grace.

And those who truly encountered Him were never the same.

They left healed.

They left restored.

They left forgiven.

They left transformed.

Today, many people are carrying burdens they were never meant to carry alone.
Anxiety.

Depression.

Addiction.

Grief.

Shame.

Loneliness.

The events of recent years have left many struggling emotionally, mentally, and spiritually.
Some suffer openly. Others suffer in silence.

Yet there is hope.
Jesus is still the same Savior today.
He still heals hearts.

He still restores lives.



He still offers peace to the troubled and comfort to the broken.
No matter what your past contains, God is not finished with your story.
Your failures do not define you.

Y our wounds do not disqualify you.

Y our mistakes are not greater than His grace.

Perhaps there are areas of your life where you need healing.
Perhaps there are people you need to forgive.

Perhaps there are burdens you have carried for far too long.
Bring them to Jesus.

He understands.

He cares.

He knows every detail of your life.

And He is able to do what no human effort can accomplish—transform a heart from the inside
out.

The question is not whether God can change your life.

The question is whether you are willing to trust Him with it.

Jesus is our help.

Jesus is our hope.

Jesus is our healer.

And anyone who truly comes to Him will never leave unchanged.

Prayer

Father, thank You for sending Jesus to bring hope, healing, and restoration to a broken world.
Help me to see others through Your eyes and extend the same compassion You have shown me.
Heal the wounds in my heart, forgive my failures, and strengthen me where I am weak. Teach

me to trust You with every burden and every struggle. Thank You for being my refuge, my help,
and my hope. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Who Am 1?

Scripture Focus: "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come.”" — 2 Corinthians 5:17

Who am 1?

It is one of the most important questions a person can ask.

Many spend their entire lives searching for the answer. Some look for their identity in
accomplishments. Others look for it in relationships, careers, possessions, appearance,
popularity, or success. Still others allow their failures, mistakes, or painful experiences to define
who they are.

The problem is that all of these things can change.

Careers come and go.

Relationships change.

Appearance fades.

Achievements lose their significance.

Even the opinions of others can shift from one day to the next.

If our identity is built upon temporary things, we will constantly struggle with insecurity and
uncertainty.

God offers something far better.

When we place our faith in Jesus Christ, we receive a new identity.
We are no longer defined by our past.

We are no longer defined by our failures.

We are no longer defined by the labels others place upon us.

We are defined by what Christ has done for us.

Scripture tells us that we become a new creation in Christ. The old life no longer has the final
say. Through His grace, we are forgiven, redeemed, and adopted into the family of God.

Think about what that means.



The Creator of the universe calls you His child.

You are not forgotten.

You are not unwanted.

You are not abandoned.

You belong to Him.

Because of Christ, you are:

* Chosen

* Loved

* Forgiven

* Redeemed

* Accepted

* Made New

These truths do not depend on your performance. They depend on God's faithfulness.
When we understand who we are in Christ, it changes the way we live.

We stop striving for approval from people because we already have acceptance from God.

We stop allowing our past to define our future because we know His grace is greater than our
mistakes.

We stop comparing ourselves to others because we understand that God created each person
uniquely and intentionally.

Our purpose also becomes clearer.

Jesus taught that the greatest commandment is to love God with all our heart, soul, and mind.
The second is to love our neighbor as ourselves.

That is the foundation of a Christ-centered life.
Love God.

Love people.

Walk in the purpose He has given you.

You may not know every detail of God's plan for your life, but you can rest in knowing who you
are.



You are His.
And when you know whose you are, you begin to understand who you are.

So the next time fear, failure, insecurity, or the opinions of others try to define you, remember
what God says.

You are His child.

You are deeply loved.

You are being transformed.

And your identity is secure in Christ.

Prayer

Father, thank You for loving me and calling me Your child. Help me find my identity in You
rather than in the opinions of others, my accomplishments, or my failures. Remind me that I am
forgiven, redeemed, and made new through Jesus Christ. Teach me to live confidently in the

purpose You have given me and to love You and others with my whole heart. In Jesus' name,
Amen.



God's Timeline

Scripture Focus: "For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." — Jeremiah 29:11

Have you ever wondered why God chose this exact moment in history for you to be born?

He could have placed you in any generation, any nation, any family, or any circumstance. Yet in
His wisdom, He chose this time.

Nothing about your life is accidental.

God knew your parents before you were born. He knew your strengths, your weaknesses, your
victories, and your failures. He knew every joy you would experience and every heartbreak you
would endure. Before you ever took your first breath, He saw your entire journey.

And still, He chose you.

Too often we become trapped by fear, guilt, regret, or the opinions of others. We worry about
what people think. We compare our lives to those around us. We question our past and fear our
future.

Yet God calls us to trust Him.

The Creator who formed you in the womb understands your purpose far better than you ever
could.

Even the difficult parts of your story have value.

Perhaps you experienced rejection.

Perhaps you grew up in a difficult home.

Perhaps you made choices you wish you could undo.

Perhaps you carry wounds from relationships, disappointments, or failures.
God is not surprised by any of it.

In fact, some of the very struggles you wish had never happened may become the tools He uses
to help someone else find hope.

Have you noticed how often your greatest ministry comes from your deepest wounds?

The person who overcame addiction understands the addict.



The person who survived loss understands grief.

The person who experienced rejection understands loneliness.

The person who found healing understands how to encourage others.
God wastes nothing.

Throughout Scripture we see ordinary people with extraordinary flaws being used for God's
purposes.

The woman at the well carried shame but found freedom when she encountered Jesus.

Saul persecuted Christians before becoming Paul, one of the greatest missionaries in history.
David failed greatly, yet through repentance remained a man after God's own heart.

God knew their weaknesses.

He also knew their potential.

The same is true for you.

The enemy wants you to focus on your failures. God wants you to focus on His grace.

The enemy reminds you of where you have been. God reminds you of where He is leading you.
The enemy wants you stuck in regret. God calls you forward in faith.

No matter where you find yourself today, God's plan is greater than your mistakes.

That does not mean life will always be easy. There will be seasons of waiting, uncertainty, and
change. There will be times when you cannot see the next step.

But faith is not trusting when you understand everything.
Faith is trusting the One who does.

As you seek God through prayer, Scripture, and obedience, He will guide your path. He may not
reveal every detail, but He will always provide enough light for the next step.

Your story is still being written.
Your season still has purpose.

Your life still has meaning.



You are living on God's timeline.

So release the guilt of yesterday.

Stop fearing tomorrow.

Trust the God who holds both.

The One who began a good work in you is faithful to complete it.

And remember—God is not finished with you yet.

Prayer

Father, thank You for creating me with purpose and placing me exactly where I am for this
season. Help me trust Your timing when I cannot see the whole picture. Free me from fear,
regret, comparison, and the opinions of others. Teach me to walk by faith and to believe that You

can use every part of my story for Your glory. Thank You for Your grace, Your guidance, and
Your promise that You are still working in my life. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Beautiful Spiritual Soul

Scripture Focus: "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has
gone, the new is here!" — 2 Corinthians 5:17

In a world that places so much value on outward appearance, God sees something far more
important—the condition of the soul.

A beautiful spiritual soul is not defined by physical beauty, accomplishments, wealth, or status. It
is the result of a life touched and transformed by the presence of God. When His Spirit dwells
within us, something remarkable begins to happen. Our hearts change. Our priorities change. Our
perspective changes.

The beauty of Christ begins to shine through us.

This kind of beauty cannot be purchased, manufactured, or imitated. It is formed through a
relationship with Jesus Christ. It grows as we surrender our lives to Him and allow His Spirit to
shape our character. Love replaces bitterness. Peace overcomes anxiety. Grace softens judgment.
Mercy flows where resentment once lived.

One touch from God can alter the course of a life forever.

Many of us can look back and remember a moment when we encountered His presence in a way
that changed us. Perhaps it was during prayer, worship, a difficult season, or a quiet moment
alone with Him. Whatever the circumstance, we knew we would never be the same again.

As believers, we are pilgrims passing through this world. Scripture reminds us that our
citizenship is in Heaven. We are called to live differently—not because we are better than others,
but because we belong to Christ.

His Spirit gives us the freedom to love as He loves.

That love reaches beyond our own needs and desires. It sees the hurting, the broken, the
forgotten, and the wounded. Through the Holy Spirit, God often uses ordinary people to bring
extraordinary healing. A kind word, a listening ear, a prayer, or a simple act of compassion may
become the very thing God uses to touch another person's life.

Every soul matters to Him.
The sacrifice of Jesus Christ made redemption possible for all who believe. Because of His death
and resurrection, forgiveness is available, chains can be broken, and lives can be restored. What

a privilege it is to share that hope with others.

One day, every believer will stand in the presence of the Lord and experience a glory beyond
anything we can imagine. The beauty God is forming within us today is only a glimpse of what



is to come. His work in us is not finished. He continues to mold, refine, and transform us into the
image of His Son.

So today, thank God for every beautiful soul He has placed in your life. Thank Him for those
who have encouraged you, prayed for you, and helped you grow in faith.

And ask Him to continue His transforming work in you.

May your life reflect His mercy.

May your heart reveal His grace.

May your soul shine with the beauty of Christ.

Prayer

Father, thank You for the transforming power of Your Spirit. Continue to shape my heart into the
likeness of Jesus. Let Your love, mercy, and grace flow through my life so that others may see
You in me. Help me to encourage the broken, love the hurting, and carry the light of Christ

wherever I go. Thank You for the promise of eternity and the beauty You are creating within
every soul surrendered to You. In Jesus' name, Amen.



PART TWO
—acPor—

FROM BROKENNESS TOWARD WHOLENESS

v
vV %m@ is possible.
- %ee%m is possible.
@%Mﬂ is possible. =~
‘ . Ly

»

» ¥ ‘,(
™ v
s

: -

) / - e, + 4]
\ A h - - . A_.:w

— —— — -~ ‘,". "

/
. ‘/“'/’ﬁ‘:.}

T —




From Lonely to Content

Scripture Focus: "The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in
spirit." — Psalm 34:18

Loneliness is one of the most common struggles people face, yet it is often one of the least talked
about.

Many assume loneliness only affects people who live alone or those who have lost a spouse. The
truth is that loneliness can affect anyone.

A person can be surrounded by family and still feel lonely.
A person can be married and still feel lonely.
A person can attend church every week and still feel lonely.

Loneliness is not simply the absence of people. It is often a longing for connection,
understanding, and belonging.

There was a time in my life when loneliness seemed overwhelming. Major changes had taken
place, relationships had ended, and many of the familiar parts of life had disappeared. For the
first time in years, I found myself facing life largely on my own.

It was a difficult season.

Like many people, I discovered that loneliness can tempt us to seek comfort in the wrong places.
Some turn to unhealthy relationships. Others bury themselves in work, entertainment, shopping,
addictions, or endless distractions. For a moment these things may ease the discomfort, but they
never truly satisfy the deeper need within us.

Why?

Because there is a place in every heart that only God can fill.

The more I sought the Lord during that season, the more I began to understand something
important: contentment is not found in another person. Contentment is found in Christ.

That does not mean relationships are unimportant. God created us for fellowship and community.
Healthy friendships, family relationships, and church connections are wonderful gifts from Him.

But people cannot carry the weight of meeting needs that only God was designed to meet.

People will disappoint us.



People will misunderstand us.
People will sometimes leave.
God never does.

As I spent time in prayer, reading Scripture, worshiping, and learning to trust God more deeply,
something began to change. My circumstances did not immediately change, but my heart did.

The loneliness that once felt overwhelming gradually gave way to peace.
The emptiness began to be filled with God's presence.
The fear of being alone was replaced by the assurance that I was never truly alone.

Contentment does not mean we stop desiring companionship or meaningful relationships. It
means we stop looking to people to complete what only God can provide.

When we find our security in Christ, we are free to enjoy relationships without depending on
them for our identity or happiness.

The Apostle Paul wrote that he had learned the secret of being content in every circumstance.
Notice that contentment was something he learned.

It did not happen overnight.

The same is true for us.

Contentment grows as we trust God more deeply.

It grows as we surrender our fears.

It grows as we discover that His presence is enough.

If you are struggling with loneliness today, know this:
God sees you.

God understands your pain.

God is near to the brokenhearted.

And He is able to fill every empty place within your soul.

The journey from loneliness to contentment begins when we stop searching everywhere else and
start resting in Him.



You may feel alone, but you are not abandoned.

You are loved.

You are valued.

And the God who created you is closer than you realize.

Prayer

Father, thank You for being near when I feel lonely and discouraged. Help me find my
contentment in You rather than in circumstances or other people. Fill the empty places in my
heart with Your presence, peace, and love. Teach me to trust You more deeply and to rest in the

assurance that I am never alone. Thank You for Your faithfulness and for walking beside me
through every season of life. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Are You Tired?

Scripture Focus: "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest."
— Matthew 11:28

Are you tired?

Not just physically tired, but weary deep within your soul?

Tired of carrying burdens?

Tired of difficult people?

Tired of disappointing situations?

Tired of bad news?

Tired of loneliness?

Tired of being hurt?

Perhaps you are simply tired of being tired.

Life has a way of wearing us down. Responsibilities pile up. Relationships become strained.
Unexpected problems arise. The news seems filled with conflict and uncertainty. Sometimes it
feels as though we are carrying far more than we were ever meant to bear.

The truth is, God never intended for us to carry those burdens alone.

Jesus offers an invitation that still speaks powerfully today:

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”

Notice that He does not say, "Come to Me once you have everything figured out."

He does not say, "Come to Me when you are strong."

He simply says, "Come."

Many people carry hidden burdens that no one else sees.

Some are exhausted from caring for loved ones.

Some are weary from financial struggles.



Some are carrying grief.

Some are dealing with broken relationships.

Some are trying to recover from years of hurt, betrayal, or disappointment.
Others are simply overwhelmed by the pressures of everyday life.

God sees every one of those burdens.

Scripture reminds us that "The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are
crushed in spirit." (Psalm 34:18)

He knows your struggles.

He knows your tears.

He knows the battles you never talk about.

And He cares deeply about each one.

Perhaps you are tired of dealing with difficult personalities.

Perhaps you feel drained by negativity, conflict, manipulation, or unhealthy relationships.

While we cannot always choose every circumstance, we can choose where we place our focus
and who we allow to influence our lives.

The people we spend time with often affect our outlook, our attitudes, and even our spiritual
health.

That is why it is important to surround ourselves with people who encourage faith, hope, and
growth.

We all need a healthy support system.

Most importantly, we need Jesus.

The world offers temporary escapes, but only Christ provides lasting peace.
His peace does not depend on circumstances.

His peace remains even when life feels uncertain.

His peace strengthens us when we feel weak.



Nehemiah reminds us:
"The joy of the Lord is your strength."

Notice that Scripture does not say our strength comes from perfect circumstances. It comes from
the Lord Himself.

Joy is not the absence of problems.

Joy is the confidence that God is present in the middle of them.

If you are weary today, stop carrying what God is asking you to surrender.
Give Him your worries.

Give Him your fears.

Give Him your disappointments.

Give Him your exhaustion.

Lay your burdens at His feet and trust Him with what you cannot control.

You may not be able to change every situation immediately, but you can experience the peace
that comes from knowing you are not carrying it alone.

Rest is found in His presence.

Strength is found in His promises.

Hope is found in His love.

And the God who sees your weariness is more than able to carry you through.

Prayer

Father, You know every burden I carry. You see the struggles that others may never understand.
Today I choose to bring my worries, fears, frustrations, and weariness to You. Fill me with Your
peace and remind me that I do not have to carry life's burdens alone. Strengthen me with Your

joy and help me trust You with the things I cannot control. Thank You for being near to the
brokenhearted and for faithfully carrying me through every season. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Humbled to Truth

Scripture Focus: "The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in
spirit." — Psalm 34:18

Have you ever reached a point where you simply could not keep going the way you were?
A place where the weight of life felt unbearable?

A place where disappointment, rejection, addiction, broken relationships, or painful memories
left you exhausted and empty?

Many people find themselves there at some point in life.
Rock bottom looks different for everyone.
For some, it is the collapse of a marriage.

For others, it is addiction, financial ruin, loneliness, depression, or the consequences of years of
unhealthy choices.

Sometimes it comes through circumstances beyond our control. Other times it comes from
decisions we wish we could take back.

Whatever the cause, rock bottom has a way of forcing us to ask difficult questions.
Why am I hurting?

Why do I keep repeating the same patterns?

Why do I feel so empty?

Why do I keep searching for love, acceptance, or peace in places that never satisty?
These questions often lead us to a deeper truth:

The outward struggles are not always the real problem.

Beneath many destructive behaviors lie deeper wounds.

Rejection.

Abandonment.

Fear.



Shame.

Unforgiveness.

Pain that has never been healed.

Many people spend years trying to numb those wounds through relationships, addictions,
achieyements, distractions, or unhealthy habits. Yet no matter how hard they try, the emptiness
remains.

Why?

Because the deepest needs of the human heart can only be filled by God.

The turning point often comes when we stop running.

When pride gives way to humility.

When excuses give way to honesty.

When we finally fall to our knees and admit that we need help beyond ourselves.
That is where healing begins.

Jesus does not reject the brokenhearted.

He welcomes them.

He does not turn away from those who have failed.

He reaches for them.

He does not condemn those who come to Him in repentance.

He restores them.

The journey of healing is rarely instant.

God often works layer by layer.

He reveals the sin.

Then He reveals the wound beneath the sin.

Then He begins the work of healing both.



As we surrender more deeply to Him, old chains begin to break.

Hope begins to rise.

Peace replaces turmoil.

Joy slowly replaces despair.

What once seemed impossible becomes possible through His grace.
Throughout life I have met people from every background imaginable. Some battled addiction.
Some struggled with broken relationships. Some carried deep emotional wounds. Some had
never experienced serious trouble, while others had nearly lost everything.
Yet the stories that inspire me most share a common thread:

God changed them.

Not because they were strong enough.

Not because they deserved it.

But because they surrendered.

God specializes in restoration.

He takes shattered lives and rebuilds them.

He takes broken hearts and heals them.

He takes painful stories and transforms them into testimonies.

No matter what you have done.

No matter what has been done to you.

No matter how far you feel you have fallen.

There is hope.

There is healing.

There is redemption.

And there is a Savior who is waiting with open arms.



Perhaps today is the day to stop looking down at your circumstances and start looking up to the
One who can change them.

Truth begins with humility.

Healing begins with surrender.

And freedom begins with Jesus.

Prayer

Father, thank You for Your mercy and grace. When I feel broken, lost, or overwhelmed, help me
turn to You instead of running from You. Reveal the wounds that need healing and the areas of
my life that need Your transforming touch. Give me the humility to face the truth and the

courage to surrender fully to You. Thank You for being close to the brokenhearted and for
offering hope, healing, and restoration through Jesus Christ. In His name, Amen.



Bittersweet

Scripture Focus: "Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in
Him." — Psalm 34:8

Life is often bittersweet.

There are moments of great joy and moments of deep sorrow. There are seasons filled with
laughter and seasons marked by tears. We experience love and loss, hope and disappointment,
victory and struggle. Such is the reality of living in a fallen world.

Yet through it all, God remains faithful.

Many people spend their lives searching for happiness in relationships, achievements,
possessions, or appearance. While these things may bring temporary satisfaction, they can never
fill the deepest longing of the human heart. True fulfillment is found only in a relationship with
the One who created us.

God knows every detail of our lives.

He sees every tear we cry.

He understands every disappointment we carry.

He knows our strengths, our weaknesses, our fears, and our dreams.

Most importantly, He knows our true value.

Many struggle with feelings of inadequacy and low self-worth. The world constantly tells us that
our value depends on how we look, what we own, or how others perceive us. But God's Word
tells a different story. We are fearfully and wonderfully made. We are created in His image and

loved beyond measure.

Outward beauty fades with time, but the beauty of a heart transformed by God grows more
radiant with each passing day.

That is why discernment is so important.

Not everything that appears good is good for us. Not every opportunity is God's opportunity. Not
every relationship is healthy. Sometimes deception arrives quietly, disguised as something
attractive, harmless, or even beneficial.

The enemy rarely begins with obvious destruction. More often, he works through small
compromises, subtle distractions, and seemingly innocent choices that gradually pull us away
from God's best.



A thought becomes an obsession.
A temptation becomes a habit.
A compromise becomes a stronghold.

What begins as something small can eventually cloud our judgment and distance us from the
truth.

That is why we must continually ask ourselves:

What am I allowing into my heart?

What am I feeding my mind?

What influences am [ welcoming into my home and spirit?

Am [ pursuing things that draw me closer to God, or things that pull me away from Him?

These are not questions of condemnation but of spiritual health. God desires that we live in
freedom, wisdom, and truth.

When we spend time in prayer, study His Word, and seek His presence, we become more
sensitive to His guidance. We learn to recognize what nurtures our faith and what weakens it. We
begin to see life through the lens of eternity rather than temporary pleasure.

The things of this world will one day pass away.

Beauty fades.

Possessions perish.

Achievements are forgotten.

But a heart transformed by God endures forever.

One day, every believer will stand renewed in His presence, fully restored and made complete.
The struggles of this life will be replaced by the joy of eternity. The bittersweet experiences of
this world will give way to the sweetness of God's everlasting kingdom.

Until that day, we are called to walk wisely.

Choose truth over deception.

Choose faith over fear.



Choose God's wisdom over worldly promises.
Choose the path that leads to life.

For while life may be bittersweet, those who trust in the Lord can rest in the assurance that His
goodness will have the final word.

Prayer

Father, thank You for walking with me through both the sweet and difficult seasons of life. Help
me recognize truth and reject deception. Give me discernment to make choices that honor You
and strengthen my faith. Remind me that my worth is found not in the opinions of others but in
Your unfailing love. Transform my heart daily so that I may reflect Your beauty, wisdom, and
grace. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Keeping Your Eyes on Jesus

Scripture Focus: "Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith." — Hebrews
12:2

When we sin, we often focus on how it affects us.

We think about the consequences.

We think about the pain we experience.

We think about the relationships we may have damaged.

But have we ever stopped to consider how our choices affect the heart of God?

Sin does more than create consequences in our lives. It grieves the One who loves us most.
Yet God's desire is never to leave us in guilt or shame. His desire is restoration.

When the Holy Spirit convicts us, He is drawing us back into fellowship with the Father.

True repentance is more than feeling bad about what we have done. It is allowing God to reveal
what lies beneath the surface.

Often, our outward struggles are symptoms of deeper wounds.
Unhealed hurts.

False beliefs.

Fear.

Rejection.

Pride.

Insecurity.

Sometimes we continue fighting the same battles because we have never allowed God to heal the
root beneath the behavior.

Godly sorrow often unfolds in stages.

At first, God reveals the sin itself. We become aware that we have missed His mark and we
repent.



Then He begins to show us the deeper reasons behind our actions. He gently uncovers wounds,
patterns, and strongholds that may have influenced our choices. This can be uncomfortable, but it
is also where healing begins.

Finally, our sorrow becomes less about ourselves and more about our relationship with Him. We
begin to understand not only that we have sinned, but that our choices have grieved the heart of a
loving Father.

This deeper repentance produces transformation.

It draws us closer to God rather than pushing us away from Him.

One of the greatest acts of surrender is learning to trust God's timing in every area of life.

Many people rush into relationships, opportunities, or decisions because they fear being alone,
left behind, or forgotten. Yet God's plan is always worth waiting for.

When we allow Him to heal our hearts first, we become better prepared for the blessings He
desires to bring into our lives.

Healing before blessing is often part of His preparation.

The same is true in every area of life.

God is not interested in simply changing our circumstances.

He wants to transform our hearts.

Peter experienced this lesson firsthand. When Jesus called him to walk on water, Peter stepped
out in faith. As long as his eyes remained fixed on Jesus, he walked above the storm. But when
he focused on the wind and waves around him, fear took over and he began to sink.

How often do we do the same?

When challenges arise, our attention shifts from God's promises to our problems.

We focus on the storm instead of the Savior.

Yet even when Peter began to sink, Jesus did not abandon him.

He reached out His hand and lifted him up.

The same is true for us.

When we fail, God's grace remains available.



When we stumble, His mercy remains sufficient.

When we lose focus, His hand is still extended toward us.

Whatever storm you may be facing today, remember this:

Do not tell God how big your storm is.

Tell your storm how big your God is.

Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus.

He is greater than your failures.

Greater than your fears.

Greater than your wounds.

Greater than your circumstances.

And the One who began a good work in you is faithful to complete it.

Prayer

Father, thank You for Your grace and mercy. Help me not only to recognize my sin but also to
understand the deeper wounds and struggles that need Your healing touch. Teach me true
surrender and help me trust Your timing in every area of my life. When storms arise, keep my
eyes fixed on Jesus rather than my circumstances. Thank You for always reaching out Your hand

when I stumble. Draw me closer to You and continue Your work of transformation within me. In
Jesus' name, Amen.



Forgiveness Doesn't Always Mean Access

Scripture Focus: "Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it." —
Proverbs 4:23

One of the hardest lessons many Christians must learn is that forgiveness and boundaries are not
the same thing.

God calls us to forgive.

He does not call us to continually place ourselves in situations where we are repeatedly harmed.
Some relationships are healthy and life-giving.

Others are destructive and draining.

Some people encourage growth and healing.

Others repeatedly bring chaos, manipulation, dishonesty, abuse, or division.

Forgiveness means releasing bitterness and choosing not to seek revenge.

Forgiveness frees our hearts.

It allows God to heal wounds that anger and resentment keep open.

But forgiveness does not always mean reconciliation.

And reconciliation does not always mean restoration of the relationship to its previous level.
Trust must be rebuilt.

Healthy relationships require honesty, accountability, and change.

Sometimes the most loving thing we can do is step back and allow God to work.

Jesus loved everyone, yet He did not allow everyone unlimited access to His life. He often
withdrew from crowds, walked away from conflict, and refused to engage in unhealthy behavior.

There are seasons when God calls us to love from a distance.
Not from bitterness.

Not from pride.



But from wisdom.

Some people are struggling with addictions they refuse to address.
Some continue harmful behaviors without repentance.

Some repeatedly violate boundaries and cause emotional, spiritual, or physical harm.
You can pray for them.

You can forgive them.

You can wish God's best for them.

And you can still choose healthy boundaries.

Boundaries are not punishment.

They are protection.

They protect your peace.

They protect your healing.

They protect your relationship with God.

Most importantly, boundaries allow us to love others without allowing their unhealthy choices to
control our lives.

Forgiveness says:

"I release you to God."

Wisdom says:

"I do not have to remain where I am continually harmed."

If God is leading you to step back from a relationship, do so with grace.
Pray for the person.

Release bitterness.

Trust God with the outcome.

And remember that protecting your heart is not selfish when it is done in obedience to Him.



Sometimes healing requires staying.
Sometimes healing requires walking away.

In both situations, God will guide those who seek Him.

Prayer

Father, help me forgive those who have hurt me. Remove bitterness, anger, and resentment from
my heart. Give me wisdom to recognize healthy relationships and courage to establish
boundaries where they are needed. Help me walk in both love and truth, extending grace without
enabling harmful behavior. Teach me to trust You with the people I cannot change and the
situations I cannot control. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Hearing from God

Scripture Focus: "Be still, and know that [ am God." — Psalm 46:10

The world is filled with voices.

Opinions compete for our attention. Fear often speaks louder than faith. Advice comes from
every direction. Social media, news, friends, family, and even well-meaning believers can
influence our thinking.

In the midst of all the noise, one question becomes increasingly important:

Am I hearing from God?

Scripture tells us that God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and a sound mind.
Yet many times we find ourselves reacting to fear instead of responding in faith. We make
decisions based on pressure, emotion, or human reasoning before ever seeking God's direction.
The result can be confusion, frustration, and sometimes even harm.

I have learned through experience that not every thought, impression, or feeling comes from
God. There have been times when I sincerely believed I was speaking on His behalf, only to
discover later that I had spoken from my own understanding rather than His leading. It was a
humbling lesson.

That experience taught me the value of slowing down.

Praying first.

Listening carefully.

Seeking God's heart before speaking into someone else's life.

The idea itself may not be wrong, but timing matters. Delivery matters. Most importantly, God's
direction matters.

Discernment grows as we spend time in His presence.
The more we know Him, the easier it becomes to recognize His voice.
Jesus said that His sheep know His voice. That kind of recognition is not developed overnight. It

comes through prayer, studying Scripture, worship, obedience, and a daily relationship with
Him.



The enemy understands the importance of this. Scripture warns that Satan can disguise himself
as an angel of light. One of his greatest strategies is creating confusion, division, and distraction
among God's people.

When believers become consumed with arguments, traditions, labels, and personal preferences,
they can lose sight of the mission Christ gave them.

The Body of Christ was never intended to be divided by pride or competition.

One day, believers from every background, denomination, culture, and nation who have placed
their faith in Jesus Christ will worship together before the throne of God.

We are not saved by a denomination.
We are saved by a Savior.

This does not mean doctrine is unimportant. Truth matters deeply. Yet our differences should
never become greater than our love for one another.

When Jesus walked the earth, He consistently reached toward those others avoided.
Children.

The sick.

The broken.

The outcast.

The rejected.

The sinner.

He met people where they were and invited them into transformation.
His ministry was marked by both truth and compassion.

He never compromised truth, but neither did He withhold love.

As followers of Christ, we are called to do the same.

Before speaking, seek God.

Before judging, seek God.

Before reacting, seek God.



Before stepping into ministry, seek God.

The more we listen to His voice, the less controlled we become by fear, pride, opinions, and
personal agendas.

The Church does not need more noise.

It needs more people who have been in the presence of God.
People who are led by His Spirit.

People who speak with wisdom.

People who love deeply.

People who point others to Jesus rather than themselves.

When we truly hear from God, our hearts begin to reflect His heart.

And when His heart becomes our focus, we become instruments of healing, unity, and hope in a
world desperately searching for truth.

Prayer

Father, help me quiet the noise around me so I can hear Your voice clearly. Give me discernment
to recognize Your leading and wisdom to know when to speak and when to remain silent. Guard
me from pride, fear, and human agendas. Fill me with Your love, compassion, and truth. Let my
life point others to Jesus, and help me become a faithful servant who follows Your voice above
all others. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Led by Him, Not by Man

Scripture Focus:

"For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind." — 2
Timothy 1:7

We live in a world filled with noise.

Opinions surround us. Advice comes from every direction. Social media, news, culture, friends,
family, and even well-meaning believers all have ideas about what we should do and how we
should live.

Yet in the midst of all the voices, there is one voice that matters most:

The voice of God.

Scripture reminds us that God has not given us a spirit of fear. Fear often rushes ahead, reacts
impulsively, and seeks control. God's Spirit leads differently. He leads with peace, wisdom, love,
and clarity.

How often do we move before we pray?
How often do we speak before we listen?
How often do we follow what seems right without seeking God's direction first?

Sometimes the issue is not that an idea is wrong. Sometimes the issue is timing. An opportunity
may be good, but not God's best for that particular season.

Learning to hear God's voice requires humility. It requires us to admit that our understanding is
limited and that His wisdom is greater than our own.

There have been times when I believed I was speaking on God's behalf, only to realize later that I
had spoken from my own discernment rather than His direction. Those moments are humbling,
but they are also opportunities for growth. They remind us that hearing God clearly begins with
surrender.

The more time we spend in prayer, worship, and God's Word, the more familiar His voice
becomes.

The enemy understands the power of a believer who is led by the Spirit. That is why he works so
hard to create confusion, division, offense, and distraction. Scripture warns us that Satan can

disguise himself as an angel of light. Not every voice that sounds spiritual is from God.

Discernment is essential.



When believers become focused on personal preferences, traditions, labels, or pride, unity
suffers. Yet one day, every believer who belongs to Jesus Christ will stand together before the
throne of God.

There will be no denominational divisions.

No earthly labels.

No competition.

Only the redeemed worshiping their Savior.

The Church was never meant to be defined by buildings, programs, or traditions. The Church is
the Body of Christ.

And when we look at the life of Jesus, we see exactly what that should look like.
He went where the hurting were.

He welcomed the rejected.

He touched the untouchable.

He healed the wounded.

He spoke truth with compassion.

He loved people enough to meet them where they were, while also calling them to something
greater.

Jesus never allowed fear, criticism, or public opinion to determine His mission. He was fully
committed to His Father's will.

As His followers, we are called to do the same.

There is a place for righteous anger when we see injustice, cruelty, or sin. But righteous anger is
never rooted in pride. It is always motivated by love and a desire to see people restored.

The world is watching.
People are looking for something real.

When they encounter believers who are genuinely led by God's Spirit, they see humility instead
of arrogance, compassion instead of condemnation, and love instead of division.

That kind of life points people to Jesus.



Today, take a moment to quiet the noise around you.
Pause.

Pray.

Listen.

Ask yourself:

Am I being led by fear or faith?

By opinions or by God's Word?

By my agenda or by His?

The more we surrender to His leadership, the more clearly we will hear His voice and the more
faithfully we will walk in His purpose.

Prayer
Father God,

Quiet my heart when the noise of this world becomes overwhelming. Teach me to seek You
before I speak, to wait for Your timing, and to trust Your direction. Remove any pride, fear, or
personal agenda that may hinder Your work in my life. Fill me with Your power, Your love, and
a sound mind. Help me to reflect the heart of Jesus by loving others well, walking in truth, and
serving with humility. Make me a source of unity, encouragement, and hope wherever You place
me.

In Jesus' name, Amen.



The Danger of Subtle Deceptions

Scripture Focus: Galatians 5:16-26
Every day we make choices.

Some choices seem insignificant. Others shape the course of our lives. Yet behind many of those
decisions lies a deeper question:

Will I follow truth, or will I believe a deception?

Deception rarely announces itself. It does not usually arrive looking dangerous or evil. More
often, it appears reasonable, attractive, and harmless. Scripture warns us that Satan disguises
himself as an angel of light. His goal is not merely to tempt us into obvious sin but to slowly lead
us away from God's truth.

That is why believers must guard their hearts, minds, and souls.

We must be careful what we listen to.

We must be careful what we focus on.

We must be careful about the thoughts we entertain and the words we speak.

Many people think the first act of rebellion occurred when Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit
in the Garden of Eden. Yet rebellion began before that. Lucifer chose pride over obedience and
led many angels away from God. The result was separation from God's presence and devastating
consequences.

Since the beginning, God has allowed His creation to make choices.

Love requires choice.

Obedience requires choice.

Faith requires choice.

And every choice carries consequences.

Today, we still face the same decision: Will we follow God's truth or believe the enemy's lies?

The good news is that God has not left us without guidance. Through His Word and the Holy
Spirit, He gives us discernment to recognize deception and walk in truth.



One of the clearest contrasts between truth and deception is found in Galatians 5. Paul describes
two paths.

The first path is led by the sinful nature and produces destructive fruit:

e Sexual immorality

e Jealousy

o Hatred

e Selfish ambition
e Envy

¢ Drunkenness
e Division

The second path is led by the Holy Spirit and produces godly fruit:

e Love

e Joy

e Peace

e Patience

o Kindness

¢ Goodness

o Faithfulness
o QGentleness
o Self-control

The fruit of our lives often reveals which voice we are following.
One of the enemy's most effective tactics is not convincing people to embrace obvious evil.
Instead, he introduces subtle distractions, half-truths, compromises, and seemingly harmless

choices that gradually pull them away from God's best.

Sometimes even good things can become distractions if they cause us to neglect what God has
called us to do.

This is why discernment is so important.

Discernment is the ability to recognize the difference between what merely looks good and what
is truly from God.

The closer we grow to Jesus, the easier it becomes to recognize deception. Just as a person
standing in bright light quickly notices darkness, believers who spend time in prayer and God's
Word become more sensitive to anything that contradicts His truth.

Today, take a moment to examine your heart.

Are there areas where you've accepted a compromise?



Have you believed a lie about yourself, others, or God?
Have distractions replaced devotion?

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any deception that may be influencing your life. God's desire is not
to condemn you but to guide you into truth, freedom, and spiritual maturity.

Prayer

Father, help me recognize deception in every form. Give me discernment to distinguish truth
from error and courage to follow Your leading. Guard my heart and mind from anything that
would draw me away from You. Let the fruit of Your Spirit grow in my life so that I may walk in
truth and reflect Christ in all I do. Amen.



Are You Robbed, Joyless, Choked Out, or
Thriving?

Scripture Focus: Matthew 13:18-23

Jesus often taught profound truths through simple stories. One of His most powerful illustrations
is the Parable of the Sower. In this parable, the seed represents God's Word, and the different

types of soil represent the condition of the human heart.

As I reflect on this passage, I realize that at different times in my life, [ have been every one of
these soils.

Perhaps you have too.
The Robbed Heart

Jesus describes seed that falls along the path. Before it can take root, the enemy comes and
snatches it away.

Many people hear God's Word but never truly understand it. Without a relationship with Christ
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, spiritual truth can seem confusing or even foolish.

Scripture reminds us that spiritual things are discerned through the Spirit of God.
The enemy loves to keep people from understanding truth because truth leads to freedom.

Have you ever heard a message from God only to dismiss it, ignore it, or allow distractions to
steal it away before it could take root?

The Joyless Heart

The rocky soil represents those who initially receive God's Word with joy. They are excited,
inspired, and encouraged.

But when trials come, their faith begins to wither.

Many believers have experienced this. Perhaps after a powerful church service, revival meeting,
retreat, or personal encounter with God, there was great joy and excitement. Yet when life
became difficult, that joy seemed to disappear.

The problem was not the seed.

The problem was the lack of roots.



Deep roots are developed through prayer, studying God's Word, worship, obedience, and daily
fellowship with Him. A thriving faith cannot survive on occasional spiritual experiences alone.

God desires a relationship, not just emotional moments.
The Choked-Out Heart

Jesus says that some seed falls among thorns. The plant begins to grow, but worries, fears,
distractions, and the deceitfulness of wealth eventually choke it.

This may be one of the most common struggles believers face today.

Life is busy.

Responsibilities are demanding.

Unexpected problems arise.

Financial pressures increase.

Health concerns emerge.

Relationships become complicated.

Before long, our focus shifts from God's promises to our problems.

We become overwhelmed, anxious, and spiritually exhausted.

The question is not whether challenges will come. They will.

The question is whether those challenges will drive us toward God or pull us away from Him.
When worries become greater than our faith, spiritual growth begins to suffer.

The Thriving Heart

Then Jesus describes the good soil.

This person hears God's Word, understands it, receives it, and allows it to produce fruit.
The result is growth, maturity, and a life that impacts others.

Thriving does not mean life is easy.

Thriving does not mean there are no battles.



Thriving means remaining connected to Christ regardless of circumstances.
It means trusting Him when life is difficult.

It means standing on His promises when fear tries to overwhelm you.

It means choosing faith over defeat.

The more time we spend with Jesus, the deeper our roots become. His Word strengthens us. His
presence comforts us. His Spirit guides us.

That is where true joy is found.

Not happiness that comes and goes with circumstances, but lasting joy that remains even during
life's storms.

Where Are You Today?

Are you feeling robbed of truth?

Have you lost your joy?

Are the worries of life choking out your faith?

Or are you thriving in your relationship with Christ?
Wherever you find yourself today, there is hope.
The Gardener has not given up on you.

God can soften hardened soil.

He can deepen shallow roots.

He can remove choking thorns.

He can restore what the enemy has stolen.

Jesus came that we might have life—and have it abundantly.
If you feel weary, draw near to Him.

If you feel defeated, trust Him again.

If you feel distant, spend time in His presence.



The same God who planted the seed is able to bring forth a harvest.
Prayer

Father, examine the condition of my heart. Show me areas where the enemy has stolen truth,
where my roots are shallow, or where the worries of life have choked out spiritual growth. Help
me draw closer to You through prayer, worship, and Your Word. Deepen my faith and fill me
with lasting joy that comes from knowing You. Make my heart good soil so that Your Word may
flourish and produce fruit for Your kingdom. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Grace, Growth, and Guarding the Heart

Scripture Focus: "Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it." —
Proverbs 4:23

The church is often criticized for its failures.

When believers fall short, the world is quick to notice. Sadly, there are times when those
criticisms are justified. Churches have experienced division, broken relationships, moral failures,
and countless other struggles that can damage both individuals and the witness of Christ.

Yet we must remember an important truth:

The church is made up of imperfect people.

Every congregation is filled with individuals at different stages of their spiritual journey. Some
are new believers taking their first steps of faith. Others are healing from deep wounds. Some are
overcoming addictions, restoring broken relationships, or learning how to trust God after years of

pain.

The church is not a gathering of people who have it all together. It is a gathering of people who
recognize their need for God's grace.

This does not mean we ignore sin or excuse unhealthy behavior. Scripture calls believers to
pursue holiness and spiritual maturity. However, we must address these matters with both truth
and grace, remembering that every one of us is still growing.

The struggles found outside the church often exist inside the church as well.

Temptation is real.

Brokenness is real.

Spiritual battles are real.

Every day, believers must choose whether they will walk according to the flesh or according to
the Spirit.

The question should never be, "How much can I get away with?" Instead, we should ask, "How
can [ honor God with my life?"

This mindset changes everything.

It affects the way we speak.



The way we dress.

The way we treat others.

The way we conduct ourselves when no one is watching.
The way we handle relationships and boundaries.

True holiness is not about rules and appearances. It begins in the heart. When our hearts belong
fully to Christ, our outward actions naturally begin to reflect His character.

Likewise, modesty is not about shame or restriction. It is about humility, dignity, and a desire to
point others toward Christ rather than drawing attention to ourselves. Integrity is choosing what
is right even when no one else sees it.

As believers, we should desire that our lives encourage others in their walk with God.

Our relationships should reflect wisdom.

Our conduct should reflect respect.

Our worship should reflect sincerity.

Our choices should reflect Christ.

At the same time, we must never lose sight of grace.

Every visitor should feel welcome.

Every broken person should find compassion.

Every struggling believer should find encouragement.

The church should be a place where people encounter God's love, experience restoration, and
grow in their faith.

Growth takes time.

Maturity takes time.

Healing takes time.

God is patient with us, and we should be patient with one another.

True freedom in Christ is not doing whatever we want. True freedom is having the wisdom and
maturity to choose what glorifies God and benefits others.



Imagine a church where grace and holiness walk hand in hand.
A church where truth is spoken in love.
A church where people are welcomed without compromise.

A church where hearts are guarded, relationships are healthy, and Christ remains the center of
everything.

That is the kind of church God desires His people to become.

And it begins with each of us examining our own hearts before we focus on the faults of others.
Prayer

Father, thank You for Your grace that meets me where I am and Your truth that calls me higher.
Help me guard my heart and live in a way that honors You. Teach me to extend compassion to
others while remaining faithful to Your Word. Let my life be marked by integrity, wisdom,

humility, and love. May my church be a place of healing, growth, and Christ-centered worship
where people encounter Your transforming presence. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Beyond Comfortable Christianity

Scripture Focus: "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations..." — Matthew 28:19

It is easy to become comfortable in our faith.

We attend church, participate in Bible studies, enjoy fellowship with other believers, and settle
into familiar routines. While these things are valuable, there is always a danger that comfort can
slowly replace our calling.

All around us are people who are hurting.

Some are sitting beside us in church.

Some work in the office next door.

Some stand behind us in the grocery store.

Some live in our own homes.

Many carry burdens that are invisible to those around them. They smile while battling loneliness.
They function while carrying anxiety, grief, addiction, shame, or hopelessness.

The question is not whether hurting people exist.

The question is whether we see them.

Modern culture often encourages a self-centered mindset. We are taught to focus on our needs,
our desires, our comfort, and our success. Yet Jesus demonstrated a completely different way of
living.

He consistently placed the needs of others before His own.

He reached for the broken.

He welcomed the rejected.

He comforted the hurting.

He served the overlooked.

He loved without favoritism.

As followers of Christ, we are called to do the same.



A song by Casting Crowns asks a challenging question:

"If we are the body, why aren't His arms reaching? Why aren't His hands healing? Why aren't
His words teaching? Why aren't His feet going?"

Those questions invite each of us to examine our own lives.

Are we available when God places someone in our path?

Do we notice opportunities to encourage, help, or pray for others?

Do we see people the way Jesus sees them?

Every day, God places individuals in our lives who need hope, encouragement, and truth. They
come from different backgrounds, cultures, races, and life experiences. Yet every person shares
one thing in common:

They are loved by God.

Christ did not choose whom He would love.

He loved everyone.

And He calls us to do the same.

Sharing the Gospel is important, but our responsibility does not end there.

New believers need encouragement.

Those who are struggling need support.

Those who are healing need patience.

Discipleship is more than a conversation—it is a commitment to walk alongside others as they
grow in their faith.

Not everyone is called to mentor large groups, but every believer can encourage someone.
Sometimes a simple invitation, a listening ear, a prayer, or a word of encouragement can make a
lasting difference in another person's life.

The Christian life was never meant to be lived alone.

Neither should we leave others to walk alone.

Perhaps the greatest prayer we can pray is this:



"Lord, help me see people through Your eyes."

When we begin to see people as God sees them, our priorities change. Compassion grows.
Opportunities become more visible. We become more aware of the needs around us.

The Great Commission is not merely a command for missionaries or pastors. It is a calling for
every believer.

So today, slow down.

Look around.

Listen carefully.

Pray for divine appointments.
Ask God to make you available.

You may discover that the person God wants to touch today is already standing right in front of
you.

Prayer

Father, forgive me for the times I have become comfortable and overlooked the needs around
me. Open my eyes to see the hurting, my ears to hear unspoken struggles, and my heart to
respond with compassion. Help me be Your hands and feet in a world that desperately needs
hope. Use me to encourage, serve, and disciple others for Your glory. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Where Is the Love?

Scripture Focus: 1 Corinthians 13

"And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love." — 1
Corinthians 13:13

As I reflect on the world around me, one question continues to come to mind:

Where is the love?

Before pointing fingers at anyone else, I must first look at my own heart. There have been times
when I have become complacent, held wrong attitudes, spoken too harshly, or remained silent
when I should have spoken. Like every believer, I am still growing and learning to surrender
every area of my life to God.

The truth is that none of us are perfect. We all need God's grace.

Recently, I attended a service where the presence of the Holy Spirit moved powerfully. Lives
were changed. People struggling with addiction, brokenness, and deep pain came seeking
freedom. As I watched individuals receive prayer and experience God's touch, I was reminded of

the people Jesus reached out to during His earthly ministry.

Jesus ministered to lepers, the sick, the outcasts, the brokenhearted, and those society often
rejected. He saw value in people others overlooked.

That led me to ask myself:
Have we become too comfortable?

Are we willing to love the difficult people? The hurting people? The people whose struggles
make us uncomfortable?

But let's bring the question even closer to home.
How are we loving the people closest to us?
Our spouses.

Our children.

Our parents.

Our friends.



Our church family.

It is easy to say we love others, but love is revealed through our actions.
Love does not manipulate.

Love does not abuse.

Love does not use people for personal gain.

Love does not excuse destructive behaviors.

Love does not seek its own way at the expense of others.

In today's culture, we often hear messages that justify sinful choices or minimize behaviors that
damage relationships. Yet God's standard remains unchanged.

Real love cares enough to speak truth with grace.

Real love prays for others rather than condemning them.

Real love seeks restoration rather than revenge.

Real love points people toward Jesus.

This requires wisdom. Before attempting to help others, we must spend time with God. We need
His discernment, His direction, and His heart. The more time we spend in prayer and in His
Word, the more we learn to see people the way He sees them.

One lesson God has been teaching me is that His kind of love is not driven by fear or jealousy.

When God's love grows within us, insecurity begins to lose its grip. Fear begins to fade. We
become more concerned with blessing others than protecting our own interests.

That doesn't mean we ignore unhealthy behavior or tolerate abuse. Boundaries are sometimes
necessary. Truth is necessary. Accountability is necessary.

But even when correction is needed, it should be motivated by love rather than anger.

So today, instead of asking, "What does everyone else need to change?" perhaps we should ask:
What needs to change in me?

Am [ patient?

Am I kind?



Do I keep a record of wrongs?

Am I quick to forgive?

Do I genuinely rejoice when others succeed?
Do I love people the way Christ loves me?

Take time this week to slowly read 1 Corinthians 13. Don't read it as a description of someone
else. Read it as a mirror.

Ask God to reveal areas where His love needs to grow in your life.

As we allow Him to transform our hearts, we become better equipped to reach a hurting world
with the compassion, truth, and grace of Jesus Christ.

And perhaps then, when people ask, "Where is the love?" they will find the answer in the lives of
God's people.

Prayer

Father, teach me to love the way You love. Reveal any attitudes, fears, selfishness, or pride that
hinder Your work in my life. Fill me with compassion for others and help me reflect the
character of Christ in every relationship. May my words, actions, and attitudes point others to
You. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Complacent Christians

Scripture Focus: "Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead."” — James 2:17
Have we become too comfortable?

It is a question every believer should ask from time to time.
We attend church.

We sing the songs.

We listen to the sermons.

We participate in Bible studies.

But are we truly seeing the people around us?
Every day we encounter hurting souls.

They sit beside us in church.

They stand next to us at work.

They wait behind us in grocery store lines.

They live in our neighborhoods.

They may even be sitting at our own dinner tables.
Many are carrying burdens they never speak about.
Some are battling depression.

Some are grieving.

Some are struggling with addiction.

Some are lonely.

Some are searching for hope.

Yet in the busyness of life, it is easy to become focused on ourselves.



Our schedules.
Our plans.
Our problems.
Our comfort.

Today's culture often promotes a "me first" mentality. But Jesus demonstrated something entirely
different.

His life was marked by service.

He noticed the overlooked.

He touched the untouchable.

He welcomed the rejected.

He healed the broken.

He loved sacrificially.

As followers of Christ, we are called to do the same.

There i1s a powerful question found in the song If We Are the Body by Casting Crowns:

"If we are the body, why aren't His arms reaching? Why aren't His hands healing? Why aren't
His feet going?"

The Church is not merely a building.
The Church is people.

We are His hands.

We are His feet.

We are His voice in a hurting world.

The Great Commission was never intended to be carried out by pastors alone. It is the calling of
every believer.

God places people in our paths every day.

Some need encouragement.



Some need prayer.

Some need friendship.

Some simply need someone to listen.

The question is whether we are paying attention.

Many opportunities are missed because we are distracted by our own concerns.

Sometimes we pray for God to use us while overlooking the very people He has already placed
before us.

What if we slowed down?

What if we asked God to help us see others through His eyes?

What if we became more concerned with serving than being served?
The world does not need more comfortable Christians.

It needs compassionate Christians.

It needs believers who are willing to step beyond convenience and reach those who are hurting.
After all, that is exactly what Jesus did.

The Gospel is not meant to stop with us.

It is meant to flow through us.

Today, ask God to open your eyes.

Someone around you may need hope.

Someone may need encouragement.

Someone may need to experience the love of Christ through you.
Do not let comfort keep you from your calling.

There is a world waiting to see Jesus.

May they see Him in us.



Prayer

Father, forgive me for the times I become distracted by my own concerns and fail to notice the
needs around me. Open my eyes to see people as You see them. Give me a heart that reaches,
hands that serve, and feet that are willing to go wherever You lead. Help me move beyond
comfort and become a reflection of Your love and compassion. Use my life to encourage others
and bring glory to Your name. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Grace, Growth, and Guarding the Heart

Scripture Focus: "Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it." —
Proverbs 4:23

The church is often criticized for its failures.

When believers fall short, the world is quick to notice. Sadly, there are times when those
criticisms are justified. Churches have experienced division, broken relationships, moral failures,
and countless other struggles that can damage both individuals and the witness of Christ.

Yet we must remember an important truth:

The church is made up of imperfect people.

Every congregation is filled with individuals at different stages of their spiritual journey. Some
are new believers taking their first steps of faith. Others are healing from deep wounds. Some are
overcoming addictions, restoring broken relationships, or learning how to trust God after years of

pain.

The church is not a gathering of people who have it all together. It is a gathering of people who
recognize their need for God's grace.

This does not mean we ignore sin or excuse unhealthy behavior. Scripture calls believers to
pursue holiness and spiritual maturity. However, we must address these matters with both truth
and grace, remembering that every one of us is still growing.

The struggles found outside the church often exist inside the church as well.

Temptation is real.

Brokenness is real.

Spiritual battles are real.

Every day, believers must choose whether they will walk according to the flesh or according to
the Spirit.

The question should never be, "How much can I get away with?" Instead, we should ask, "How
can [ honor God with my life?"

This mindset changes everything.

It affects the way we speak.



The way we dress.

The way we treat others.

The way we conduct ourselves when no one is watching.
The way we handle relationships and boundaries.

True holiness is not about rules and appearances. It begins in the heart. When our hearts belong
fully to Christ, our outward actions naturally begin to reflect His character.

Likewise, modesty is not about shame or restriction. It is about humility, dignity, and a desire to
point others toward Christ rather than drawing attention to ourselves. Integrity is choosing what
is right even when no one else sees it.

As believers, we should desire that our lives encourage others in their walk with God.

Our relationships should reflect wisdom.

Our conduct should reflect respect.

Our worship should reflect sincerity.

Our choices should reflect Christ.

At the same time, we must never lose sight of grace.

Every visitor should feel welcome.

Every broken person should find compassion.

Every struggling believer should find encouragement.

The church should be a place where people encounter God's love, experience restoration, and
grow in their faith.

Growth takes time.

Maturity takes time.

Healing takes time.

God is patient with us, and we should be patient with one another.

True freedom in Christ is not doing whatever we want. True freedom is having the wisdom and
maturity to choose what glorifies God and benefits others.



Imagine a church where grace and holiness walk hand in hand.
A church where truth is spoken in love.
A church where people are welcomed without compromise.

A church where hearts are guarded, relationships are healthy, and Christ remains the center of
everything.

That is the kind of church God desires His people to become.

And it begins with each of us examining our own hearts before we focus on the faults of others.
Prayer

Father, thank You for Your grace that meets me where I am and Your truth that calls me higher.
Help me guard my heart and live in a way that honors You. Teach me to extend compassion to
others while remaining faithful to Your Word. Let my life be marked by integrity, wisdom,

humility, and love. May my church be a place of healing, growth, and Christ-centered worship
where people encounter Your transforming presence. In Jesus' name, Amen.



The Hands and Feet of Jesus

Scripture Focus: "Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of Mine,
you did for Me." — Matthew 25:40

When Jesus walked the earth, He did more than preach sermons.

He touched lives.

He fed the hungry.

He healed the sick.

He comforted the hurting.

He welcomed the rejected.

He forgave the broken.

He met people where they were and loved them enough to help them move forward.
Today, Jesus is no longer physically walking the roads of Galilee.

Instead, He works through His people.

He works through us.

We are called to be His hands and His feet in a hurting world.

Every day, God places people in our path who need encouragement, kindness, compassion, and
hope. Sometimes they need a listening ear. Sometimes they need practical help. Sometimes they
simply need someone to remind them that they matter.

Many people are carrying burdens we cannot see.

The smiling cashier may be grieving the loss of a loved one.

The neighbor who seems distant may be battling loneliness.

The coworker who appears strong may be struggling with depression.

The stranger standing in line may be wondering if anyone cares.

We never know what another person is carrying.

That is why small acts of kindness can make a tremendous difference.



A smile.

A prayer.

An encouraging word.

A helping hand.

A simple act of compassion.

What may seem insignificant to us may be exactly what someone else needs that day.

Being the hands and feet of Jesus is not always about grand gestures. More often, it is found in
everyday moments.

It is checking on a friend.

It is helping an elderly neighbor.

It is praying with someone who is hurting.

It is offering grace when others offer criticism.
It is choosing compassion instead of judgment.
It is loving people the way Christ loves us.
The world often tells us to look out for ourselves first.
Jesus taught something different.

He taught us to serve.

He taught us to love.

He taught us to put others before ourselves.

The truth is that every believer has been given gifts, talents, and opportunities to make a
difference in the lives of others.

Some are called to teach.
Some are called to encourage.

Some are called to pray.



Some are called to serve quietly behind the scenes.

Some are called to give.

Some are called to lead.

Every role matters.

Every act of obedience matters.

Every expression of Christ's love matters.

You do not have to travel across the world to be a missionary.

Y our mission field may be your home.

Your workplace.

Your church.

Y our neighborhood.

Your community.

The question is not whether God can use you.

The question is whether you are willing.

Imagine what could happen if every believer asked each morning:

"Lord, who needs Your love today?"

What if we became more aware of the opportunities God places before us?
What if we stopped waiting for someone else to act and became the answer to someone's prayer?
The hurting are all around us.

The opportunities are all around us.

The need is all around us.

May we never become too busy, too distracted, or too comfortable to reach out.

May our hands serve.



May our feet go.

May our words encourage.

May our lives reflect Jesus.

And may those who encounter us experience a glimpse of His love through us.

Prayer

Father, thank You for the love and mercy You have shown me. Help me to see others through
Your eyes and respond with compassion. Open my heart to those who are hurting and give me
the courage to serve wherever You lead. Use my hands, my feet, my words, and my life to reflect

Jesus to those around me. May I never miss an opportunity to be a blessing and share Your love
with others. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Watching for Red Flags

Scripture Focus: "Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall." — 1
Corinthians 10:12

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.

Praise Him in the good times and in the trials.

Praise Him when the waters are calm and when the storms are raging.

The victory has already been won through Jesus Christ. At Calvary, He secured what no one else
could. Because of His sacrifice, our sins can be forgiven, our lives transformed, and our eternity
secured. Though we may face many battles in this life, the ultimate victory belongs to Him.

Living near the ocean has taught me many lessons about the Christian life.

There are days when the water is calm and peaceful. The waves gently roll onto the shore, and
everything seems quiet and predictable.

Then there are other days.

A storm approaches.

The wind begins to rise.

The waves grow stronger.

Dangerous currents form beneath the surface.

During those times, red flags are raised along the beach to warn people of hidden dangers.
The flags are not there to ruin anyone's day.

They are there to save lives.

God often places red flags in our lives as well.

Sometimes they appear as convictions from the Holy Spirit.
Sometimes they come through wise counsel.

Sometimes they appear as recurring struggles, unhealthy patterns, or situations that continually
pull us away from God's best.



The question is not whether God gives warnings.

The question is whether we pay attention to them.

Many of life's greatest failures begin with what appears to be a small compromise.
One drink.

One glance.

One flirtation.

One lie.

One moment of bitterness.

One act of disobedience.

The enemy rarely begins with destruction. He often begins with subtle compromises that
gradually pull us toward dangerous waters.

Before a major storm arrives, there are often smaller warning signs.
A harsh word spoken in anger.

A critical attitude.

A growing resentment.

Neglected prayer.

Compromised boundaries.

Spiritual apathy.

If left unchecked, these things can create currents strong enough to pull us far from where God
intended us to be.

That is why self-awareness and spiritual vigilance are so important.
Know your weaknesses.
Recognize your triggers.

Understand the areas where you are most vulnerable.



This is not a sign of weakness—it is a sign of wisdom.

Sailors study the weather before leaving port.

Fishermen learn to recognize dangerous conditions.

Wise believers learn to recognize spiritual dangers before they become spiritual disasters.
God has not left us defenseless.

He has given us His Word.

He has given us prayer.

He has given us the Holy Spirit.

He has given us the armor described in Ephesians 6.

When storms arise—and they will—we can stand firm because our foundation is Christ.
Perhaps you are facing a storm right now.

Perhaps you have drifted farther from God than you intended.

Perhaps you ignored some warning signs and now find yourself struggling.

If so, remember this:

Jesus has not abandoned you.

His arms are still open.

His grace is still available.

His mercy is still sufficient.

The same Savior who pulled Peter from the water when he began to sink is able to lift you up
today.

He is our Rock.
He is our refuge.
He is our anchor in every storm.

And even when we wander, He continues to call us back to Himself.



So watch for the red flags.

Pay attention to His warnings.

Stay close to His Word.

Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus.

The storms may come, but those who trust in Him will never face them alone.

Prayer

Father, thank You for Your grace, mercy, and faithfulness. Help me recognize the warning signs
that could lead me away from You. Give me wisdom to avoid dangerous compromises and
strength to stand firm when storms arise. Teach me to rely on Your Word, Your Spirit, and Your
guidance each day. Thank You for being my Rock, my refuge, and my anchor through every

season of life. Keep my eyes fixed on Jesus and my heart surrendered to You. In His name,
Amen.



Our Timeline in Life / Being a Christian
Doesn’t mean there will be no struggles.

Scripture Focus: "For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance for us to do." — Ephesians 2:10

Have you ever wondered why God chose this particular moment in history for you to be born?
He could have placed you in any generation. He could have chosen any century, any nation, any
family. Yet in His wisdom, He appointed your time and place before you ever took your first
breath.

Nothing about your existence is accidental.

God knew the exact day you would be born. He knew your nationality, your family, your gifts,
your strengths, and even your weaknesses. He knew every triumph you would celebrate and
every struggle you would face. Long before you understood yourself, He knew you completely.
And still, He chose you.

Sometimes we spend so much time wishing our circumstances were different that we miss the
purpose God has for us right where we are. We compare our lives to others. We question our
past. We worry about our future. We become trapped by fear, regret, or the opinions of people
around us.

But God never intended for us to live that way.

He calls us to trust Him.

There will always be critics. Some people will misunderstand your calling, question your
decisions, or fail to recognize what God is doing in your life. Others may be motivated by
jealousy, fear, or their own insecurities.

Do not allow the opinions of people to become greater than the voice of God.

The One who formed you in your mother's womb knows exactly what He is doing.

Even the difficult seasons of life can become part of God's purpose.

Perhaps your childhood was painful.

Perhaps you have endured rejection, loss, disappointment, or hardship.



While God does not waste our pain, He often uses it to shape our character, deepen our faith, and
prepare us to help others who face similar struggles.

How many times have you encouraged someone because you understood their pain?
How often has God used a trial to teach you compassion, wisdom, or perseverance?
What felt like a setback may have been preparation.

The Bible is filled with people whose lives did not go according to their plans, yet God used
them powerfully.

The woman at the well carried shame but found redemption when she encountered Jesus.

Saul was persecuting Christians when God transformed him into Paul, one of the greatest
missionaries in history.

David experienced failure and consequences, yet through repentance he remained a man after
God's own heart.

God knew their weaknesses.

He also knew their potential.

The same is true for you.

You may not fully understand God's plan, but you can trust His heart.

He has given you gifts, talents, experiences, and opportunities for a reason. Your life has
purpose. Your story matters. Your season has meaning.

Stop living in guilt over yesterday.

Stop fearing tomorrow.

Stop wishing you were someone else.

Instead, embrace the life God has entrusted to you.
Take responsibility for your choices.

Seek His guidance.

Follow His leading one step at a time.



As you grow in your relationship with Christ, you will discover that peace is not found in having
all the answers. Peace is found in trusting the One who does.

You are not here by chance.

You are not forgotten.

You are not disqualified because of your past.

You are living on God's timeline.

And if He has brought you this far, He is not finished with you yet.

Prayer

Father, thank You for creating me with purpose and placing me exactly where You want me in
this season of life. Help me trust Your timing when I do not understand Your plans. Free me
from fear, regret, and the opinions of others. Teach me to walk in faith, use the gifts You have

given me, and follow Your direction each day. Thank You for Your promise that You are still
working in my life and that Your plans for me are good. In Jesus' name, Amen.



God Restores

Scripture Focus: "I will restore to you the years that the locust has eaten...” — Joel 2:25
There is a beautiful word woven throughout Scripture:

Restoration.

It is one of God's specialties.

From Genesis to Revelation, we see a God who restores what has been broken, heals what has
been wounded, and brings hope where despair once lived.

Many people believe their story is over because of mistakes they have made or hardships they
have endured.

Perhaps a relationship ended.

Perhaps a dream died.

Perhaps addiction stole years from your life.

Perhaps grief has left an ache in your heart.

Perhaps poor choices created consequences that seem impossible to overcome.
Perhaps life simply has not turned out the way you imagined.

If that is where you find yourself today, take heart.

God 1s a God of restoration.

Restoration does not always mean returning things to exactly as they once were.
Sometimes God restores relationships.

Sometimes He restores health.

Sometimes He restores finances.

Sometimes He restores opportunities.

But often, His greatest work is restoring the human heart.

He takes wounded hearts and makes them whole.



He takes broken people and gives them purpose.

He takes ashes and creates beauty.

He takes failures and turns them into testimonies.
Throughout Scripture we see this truth again and again.

Joseph was betrayed by his brothers, sold into slavery, and imprisoned unjustly. Yet God
restored his life and used him to save many people.

Peter denied Jesus three times. Yet Jesus restored him and entrusted him with leadership in the
early church.

The prodigal son squandered his inheritance and found himself broken and desperate. Yet when
he returned home, his father welcomed him with open arms.

The woman at the well carried shame and disappointment. Yet after meeting Jesus, she became a
powerful witness of His grace.

God specializes in taking what appears hopeless and breathing life into it once again.
[ have seen this truth in my own life.

I have seen God restore peace where there was turmoil.

I have seen Him heal wounds that once seemed impossible to overcome.

I have seen Him replace shame with grace, fear with faith, and despair with hope.
The road was not always easy.

The healing was not always immediate.

The answers did not always come when I wanted them.

Yet through every season, God remained faithful.

Perhaps the greatest lesson I have learned is this:

Restoration is not always about getting back what was lost.

Sometimes restoration is becoming the person God intended you to be all along.

Sometimes God uses the very things that wounded us to deepen our compassion.



Sometimes He uses our failures to teach humility.
Sometimes He uses our grief to draw us closer to Him.
Nothing is wasted in the hands of God.

Even the painful chapters can become part of a greater story.
If you are waiting for restoration today, do not lose hope.
God is still working when you cannot see it.

He is still healing what is broken.

He is still redeeming what seems lost.

He is still writing your story.

Trust His timing.

Trust His process.

Trust His heart.

The same God who restored Joseph, Peter, the prodigal son, and countless others is able to
restore you.

Your story is not finished.

Your failures do not have the final word.

Y our wounds do not define your future.

God does.

And He is still in the restoration business.

Prayer

Father, thank You for being a God of restoration. Thank You that no wound is too deep, no
mistake too great, and no situation too hopeless for Your healing touch. Help me trust You in the
seasons when I cannot see what You are doing. Restore what needs healing in my life and

continue shaping me into the person You created me to be. Thank You for Your faithfulness,
Your grace, and the hope found in Jesus Christ. In His name, Amen.



From Brokenness to Restoration

My Story of God's Grace

Every person has a story.

Some stories are filled with joy and celebration. Others contain heartbreak, mistakes,
disappointments, and painful lessons. Most are a mixture of both.

This is my story—not because it is extraordinary, but because it demonstrates the extraordinary
grace of God.

For many years, I related deeply to the woman at the well in Scripture. Like her, I spent much of
my life searching for love, acceptance, and significance in places that could never truly satisty
the deepest needs of my heart.

I grew up in the South with strong family values, a solid work ethic, and a respect for God. There
were many blessings in my childhood, but there were also wounds that quietly followed me into
adulthood. Like many people, I carried insecurities, fears, and a longing to feel accepted and
loved.

As a young woman, [ made choices that led me down difficult roads. I experienced broken
relationships, rejection, codependency, addiction, emotional pain, and heartache. Looking back
now, I can see that much of my behavior was rooted in unresolved hurts and a search for
something I believed another person could provide.

The truth was that I was searching for God, even when I did not realize it.

At twenty-five years old, I gave my life to Jesus Christ.

That decision changed my eternity, but it did not instantly heal every wound or erase every
unhealthy pattern. Salvation was the beginning of my journey, not the end.

God had forgiven me, but He still had much work to do within me.

Over the years, He began revealing areas of my life that needed healing. He showed me how
fear, insecurity, rejection, and misplaced identity had influenced many of my decisions. Through
prayer, Scripture, counseling, recovery tools, and the wisdom of mature believers, He patiently
began transforming my life.

The process was not quick.

It was not easy.

But it was worth it.



Little by little, God began replacing lies with truth.

He taught me that my worth was not determined by relationships, appearance, success, or the
approval of others.

My worth was found in Him.

He taught me that healing is a process.

Freedom is a journey.

And restoration is possible.

One of God's greatest blessings came when He brought Rick Gilbert into my life.

After years of learning difficult lessons, God showed me what healthy, Christ-centered love
looked like. Rick and I shared a passion for helping others find healing and recovery. Together,
we ministered, encouraged others, and witnessed countless examples of God's transforming
power.

Rick's own life was a testimony of redemption. Having overcome addiction and destructive
choices, he dedicated himself to helping others discover the freedom that he had found through

Christ.

For fifteen years we walked life's journey together, and for thirteen of those years we were
blessed to be husband and wife.

In October 2024, after a courageous battle with Glioblastoma, Rick went home to be with the
Lord.

Losing him was one of the deepest heartbreaks I have ever experienced.
Yet even in grief, God has remained faithful.

He has comforted me in the lonely moments, strengthened me in the difficult days, and reminded
me that His promises are still true.

The same God who carried me through addiction, brokenness, rejection, and loss continues to
carry me today.

Throughout the years, God also opened doors for me to work with individuals facing addiction,
mental health challenges, trauma, abuse, grief, and life-controlling issues. As I listened to their

stories, I often recognized pieces of my own journey.

I understood the pain.



[ understood the fear.

I understood the hopelessness.

But I also understood something else.
I understood that God changes lives.
I have seen marriages restored.

I have seen addicts set free.

I have seen broken hearts healed.

I have seen people discover their identity in Christ and walk into a future they never thought
possible.

Most importantly, [ have experienced that restoration myself.

Today, I am not the person I once was.

God has healed wounds.

He has broken chains.

He has restored relationships.

He has given me purpose.

He has replaced shame with grace, fear with faith, and despair with hope.

I am deeply grateful for a faithful mother who never stopped praying for me.

I am grateful for the people God placed along my path to encourage and guide me.

Most of all, I am grateful for a Savior who never gave up on me, even during the seasons when I
wandered far from Him.

Now, at this stage of my life, I can look back and clearly see God's hand through every chapter
of my story.

The difficult seasons.
The painful lessons.

The unexpected blessings.



The victories.

The losses.

The restoration.

None of it was wasted.

If there is one thing I hope you take away from this book, it is this:
Y our past does not define you.

Your failures do not determine your future.

Y our wounds do not have to become your identity.

No matter where you have been or what you have done, God's grace is greater.
Healing is possible.

Freedom is possible.

Restoration is possible.

God is still writing your story.

And He is not finished with you yet.

"He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds." — Psalm 147:3
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May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May He heal every wound,
strengthen every weakness,
restore every broken place,

and draw you into a deeper
relationship with Jesus Christ.
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God is still wr1t1ng your story.

With love and prayers,

(SMMW







